
   
      

 

 
 

    
 
 

    
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

 

 
 

NYS SMART VOTER PROJECT ( a discussion) 

SMART VOTER would be a project of the NYS Board of Elections to decrease the 
effect of money on the democratic process, create more informed voters, and increase 
voter turnout. 

Present efforts to assist candidates with public funds is somewhat helpful in creating a 
more level playing field. However, by itself, it fuels the old paradigm of raising and 
spending enormous amounts of money to win elections. 

The raising and spending of money is one of the prime causes of  illegal activities in the 
election process and the dissemination of misleading information. It is also why many 
qualified candidates do not gain traction in a campaign or why many do not choose to 
run for elective office. The  issue of turnout is related directly to the democratic process 
(the smaller the turnout the greater the control by partisan groups). Many candidates 
are chosen in small turnout primaries and local elections. Another problem is informed 
voters. It is very difficult to research candidates, issues, implications etc. with 
everything being thrown at you through TV, social media and well funded campaigns. 
Not to mention looking up every candidate's and every election board’s  URL to get 
information. 

There is recognition that there are movements throughout the country, and in NYS,  to 
increase voter turnout through early voting, online registration, consolidation of 
elections, no fault absentee voting, voting by mail and other worthwhile efforts. A more 
informed electorate and more challenging campaigns would go further in increasing 
voter motivation and turnout. 

There have been many attempts to do websites that provide voter information. The 
League of Women Voters site is good but very few know about it (http://www.vote411) 
and it is neither comprehensive nor intended to provide a forum. There are also others 
like http://www.votesmart.org and its affiliated state sites, which are also limited in their 
own way.  None of these sites have the official status that a NYS Board of Elections site 
would nor can they promote their sites with the same impact that New York State can. 

With these aims THE SMART VOTER PROJECT offers a way to go beyond previous 
campaign finance and voter turnout programs. It would provide an easier way for 
candidates to reach large numbers of voters and for voters to obtain more accurate 

http://www.vote411
http://www.votesmart.org


information. It would offer this information in the contemporary way on a variety of 
devices, including computers, personal tablets, smartphones, smart tv’s and other 
technologies coming down the road. 

THE SMART VOTER PROJECT will be a 21st Century online voter site with the 
following elements: (These are suggestions and are not all necessary to begin. This 
can be done in stages and assessed through each election. 

ELEMENT #1…..The Board of Elections will post all voter and candidate information, 
local and state. (Voting location, campaign filings etc.) 

ELEMENT #2…..All approved candidates will post all commercials and campaign 
literature as soon as it appears in the campaign. (This will be mandatory) They may 
also.create video, image and text solely for this site, eliminating the need to buy 
expensive media time. 

ELEMENT #3…..All candidates will get the opportunity to participate in a dedicated 
section to communicate with voters in their district. If a candidate declines to participate 
it would be indicated on the site. 

ELEMENT #4…..The State will continuously promote and market the site during the 
election process. This will have the effect of continuously informing voters of the 
election and drive voters to this venue in order to get information on candidates and 
elections. Private ads to promote this site would also be encouraged. This is a key 
component to overriding the effect of paid advertising. 

All Elements will have templates and rules for posting. 

In addition to the usual text searches, the site’s information will be searchable by 
address, candidate, zip code, donor or issue and will aggregate all information in an 
easily searchable format for that category. 

An example of how this might operate is for a voter to put in a home address. The 
home address would aggregate all the BOE data for polling places, directions, etc. 
along with the names of candidates and offices being contested in the voter’s districts. 
(some of this is already being done in some places for short periods of time.) 
They then can select a candidate and all the information from the media, BOE, other 
voters, candidates and other sources would be available on that candidate. 



 
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Project can enlist all members of the community in the process of 
development and get funding and technical help from outside sources.  I believe there 
are foundations interested in this issue and pro bono technical assistance available. 
However I don’t believe this is a monumental task. Many elements already exist. 

If a site like this is marketed properly it can be used by creative candidates with less 
money to get their message across. Voters can control the tempo of the information 
they want to receive in order to make a decision and they would not be disillusioned by 
the process. (It might also be able to short circuit the kind of campaign we have seen in 
media coverage of the primaries of the 2016 Presidential Elections.) 

I would like the Board to appoint a working group to advise it on the feasibility of 
such a project and how it could be funded. 

BELOW ARE SOME NUMBERS TO CONSIDER 

NYS VOTER HISTORY 2016-2021 

Year  Total Votes  Turnout  % Who Voted  Change From Not Voting 
2016 12,404,250 7,801,985 62.54 2014-2016 29.20 4,692,265 
2018 12,706,050 6,230,976 49.04 2016-2018 13.50 6.475,074 
2019 12,869,977 3,102,223 24.10 2016-2020 24.94 9,767,754 
2020 13,555,547 8,689,296 64.10 2018-2020 1.66 4,866,251 
2021 13,867,895 3,446,205 24,85 2019-2021 0.75 10,421,690 

A BREAKDOWN OF COUNTY BY COUNTY IS AVAILABLE FROM THE BOE 



  
 

  
 

MAJOR MEDIA VIEWERSHIP 

Total Viewers 25-54 
Fox 3.104.000 537,000 
MSNBC  1,411,000 185,000 
CNN 964,000 231.000 

ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT     7.4 MILLION 
NBC NIGHTLY NEWS  6.4 MILLION 
CBS EVENING NEWS 4.8 MILLION 

19% OF AMERICANS GET THERE NEWS OFTEN FROM SOCIAL MEDIA,  29% 
SOMETIMES, 19% RARELY, 24% NEVER AND 9% HAVE NO ACCESS 

THERE ARE 328 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES AND ABOUT 220,000,000 
ELIGIBLE VOTERS.  IF EVERYONE IN THESE NUMBERS WAS A DIFFERENT PERSON 
THERE WOULD BE ABOUT 87,000,000 MILLION PEOPLE WHO MIGHT KNOW WHAT’S 
GOING ON ACCORDING TO WHERE THEY GET THEIR  INFORMATION……AND GOD 
KNOWS THE QUALITY OF THE INFORMATION. 


