
http://www.elections.ny.gov/




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































http://www.elections.state.ny.us./












 

RULES AND REGULATIONS § 6217.3 

(c) The information required to be sent to the State Board to 
appear on the list shall be determined by the State Board of 
Commissioners. 

(d) To create such list, each local board of elections shall 
transmit to the State Board a certified copy of the voter 
registration records of such board in an electronic format 
prescribed by the State Board and continuing as directed by 
the State Board. 

(e) Once all data from the counties has been received, the 
State Board shall run a check for duplicate voter registration 
records within the integrated statewide voter registration list 
as provided for in these regulations. 

(f) After all duplicate registration issues have been resolved, 
the State Board shall assign a unique identifier to every voter 
on NYSVoter. 

(g) The county board shall append the same unique identifi­
er to any corresponding county record. 

(h) Effective date. Effective immediately except that subdivi­
sion (g) of this section shall become effective on July 1, 2007. 

§ 6217.3 Review of county voter registration systems 

(a) Prior to sending data to the statewide list, any proposed 
county voter registration system must be approved by the State 
Board to ensure it meets the technical specifications promul­
gated by the State Board to interface with the official statewide 
voter registration list. For proposed systems, this approval 
must be obtained prior to the purchase or installation of the 
system. 

(b) A county voter registration system must have the capabil­
ity to: 

(1) store information required in New York State Election 
Law and this Part; 

(2) generate a list of registered voters in a county includ­
ing their registration statuses; 

(3) track information specific to single elections, including 
the issuance and return of absentee ballots; and 
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(4) store and provide images of signatures of registered 
voters. 

(c) A county’s voter registration system must conform to all 
of the requirements of state law and of these regulations, and if 
it does not, the State Board must notify the county board of the 
nature of the nonconformity. The county board must correct 
the nonconforming aspects of the county voter registration 
system and provide to the State Board such evidence of the 
change or changes in the system as that office may deem 
appropriate. 

(d) NYSVoter shall ensure all data complies with the data 
standards for the database. County systems must be remediat­
ed so that all required data is sent to and received from the 
centralized database. 

§ 6217.4 Voter registration information entry 

(a) Using the county’s voter registration system as their 
direct interface to NYSVoter, county election officials shall 
enter all voter registration information into the list on an 
expedited basis at the time the information is provided to the 
county official. Each county board must enter and maintain 
voter registration records in a county voter registration system. 
County boards have the responsibility for adding, changing, 
canceling or removing voter registration records through an 
interface NYSVoter. NYSVoter, shall normalize to standards 
and store voter registrant information provided on the registra­
tion applicant. 

(b) County voter registration systems shall synchronize with 
NYSVoter at least every 24 hours. 

(c) County voter registration systems shall maintain near 
real-time synchronization. 

(d) Each NYSVoter record must contain at least the follow­
ing information: 

(1) full name including, last name, first name, middle 
initial and name suffix; 

(2) residence address including house number or apart­
ment number, half code, street name and direction, city and 
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five-digit ZIP code and ZIP code plus four, or an indication 
of a non-standard residence address; 

(3) mailing address (if different from residence address) 
including house, apartment number, or post office box num­
ber, street name and direction, city, state and five-digit ZIP 
code and ZIP code plus four and country; 

(4) United States Postal Service coding accuracy support 
service address (if available). This is the process of correct­
ing mailing address lists to conform to United States Postal 
Service standards. This improves the accuracy of the postal 
carrier route, five-digit ZIP code and ZIP code plus four, that 
appear on mail pieces; 

(5) birth date; 

(6) telephone number (if indicated); 

(7) gender (if indicated); 

(8) New York State Department of Motor Vehicles driver’s 
license number or non-driver’s identification number or the 
last four digits of social security number or an indication 
that the voter has neither number; 

(9) political party enrollment or affiliation (or lack there­
of); 

(10) county voter registration number; 

(11) county code; 

(12) data entry date. The date that the voter registration 
data was entered into the system; 

(13) application date. The date on which the voter regis­
tration application was marked as being received and is the 
date of voting eligibility of the registrant; 

(14) Application source code. NYSVoter shall collect and 
track the source of voter registration applications and sum­
marize and report on registration activity in accordance with 
National Voter Registration Act reporting requirements; 

(15) identification required flag; 

(16) identification verification requirement met flag; 

(17) voter status codes; 
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(18) official district information including home political 
subdivision, election district, town, town ward, Congression­
al, Senate and Assembly districts; 

(19) voting history, including, whether a voter voted in an 
election (State, Federal, and local elections), last year voted, 
last county voted in; 

(20) voter transaction history, including, address changes, 
and name changes; 

(21) signature of the voter. NYSVoter shall capture and 
store a graphic image of the signature on a registration 
application. NYSVoter shall receive and store an image of 
the signature captured and provided by the county voter 
registration system: 

(i) ease of signature comparison. The signatures shall 
be stored in a way to enhance speed of display; 

(ii) restrictions of image editing. NYSVoter shall not 
allow the authorized user to modify the basic characteris­
tics, structures, and recognizable format of the registrant’s 
signature. 

(e) Effective date. Effective immediately except that subdivi­
sion (b) of this section shall sunset and be deemed repealed on 
June 30, 2007; subdivision (c) and paragraphs (d)(4) and (21) 
of this section shall become effective on July 1, 2007. 

§ 6217.5 Voter registration processing 

(a) In order to vote in New York State, a person must 
possess the constitutional and statutory qualifications of an 
elector and must be registered to vote, and if required, be 
enrolled in a political party. 

(1) Qualifications to register to vote: 
(i) United States citizen; 

(ii) eighteen years of age or older on election day or will 
be at least 18 years old not later than December 31st of the 
calendar year in which he or she registers; and 

(iii) resident in New York State and of the county, city 
or village for a minimum of 30 days next preceding such 
election. 

(2) Disqualifications from voter registration: 
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(i) death; 

(ii) sentenced to prison based upon a felony conviction; 

(iii) moves out of their county of residence; or 

(iv) adjudged mentally incompetent by the order of a 
court. 

(b) When a voter registration application is received, the 
county board is responsible for processing each application 
and determining whether the application is complete and 
whether the applicant meets constitutional and statutory re­
quirements. All voter registration applications shall be date 
and time stamped to establish eligibility and to establish the 
time lapse of not more than 21 days maximum for a completely 
processed voter registration. Procedures for opening mail, 
time stamping documents or pre-screening, to the extent that 
they are not prescribed by this Part, are left to the county 
boards to establish. 

(c) All voter registration activity must be done by a biparti­
san team of workers, to assure fairness and uniformity in the 
process. 

(1) Bipartisan processing: 
(i) Staff members(s) of one major political party re­

view(s) and enters the information from either an individu­
al application or a batch of applications. 

(ii) The work on such application or batch of applica­
tions is proofread and reviewed by a staff member(s) of the 
opposite major political party. 

(iii) Any edits or changes to the information initially 
entered must be made and approved, in a bipartisan 
process, by the two staff members of opposite parties. 

(iv) Once completed by two staff members of opposite 
parties, the information is sent from the county registra­
tion system to NYSVoter for inclusion on the statewide list 
of registered voters, and verification of each voter’s identi­
ty. 

(d) Once an application for registration has been entered it 
is processed in one of three ways: 

(1) Registered. The voter’s registration record has been 
updated with all following required information: 
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(i) the applicant’s name; 

(ii) the applicant’s complete residence address; 

(iii) the applicant’s date of birth such that the applicant 
is or will be 18 years of age by Election Day or not later 
than December 31st of the calendar year in which he or 
she registers; 

(iv) a mark in the checkbox affirming the applicant is a 
citizen of the United States; 

(v) verification information: 

(a) the applicant’s current and valid New York driv­
er’s license number or, the non-driver’s identification 
number; or 

(b) if the applicant has not been issued a current and 
valid New York driver’s license or non-driver’s identifi­
cation card, the last four digits of the applicant’s social 
security number; or 

(c) in the case where an applicant has not been issued 
a current and valid New York driver’s license or non­
driver’s identification card or social security number, 
the applicant shall affirm this fact in the manner pre­
scribed in the uniform statewide voter registration appli­
cation; and 

(vi) original signature of the applicant swearing or af­
firming that the information contained in the registration 
application is true. 

(2) Incomplete. A voter registration application is incom­
plete if it does not contain the required information in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section; and incomplete voter rec­
ords are not uploaded to the NYSVoter database, but may be 
maintained within the county election management system. 

(3) Denied. Once an application is denied, the voter is 
provided a notification; denied voter records are not upload­
ed to the NYSVoter database, but may be maintained within 
the county election management system. 

(4) If any of the required information is missing on the 
voter registration application, the county board shall take 
immediate steps to obtain the missing information. In any 
such case the county board shall notify the applicant of the 
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reasons that the registration application is incomplete and 
the period of time in which the application information must 
be provided in order to be eligible to vote in the next 
election. 

(5) When the missing information is necessary to verify 
the applicant’s identity pursuant to Election Law, section 
5-210, the application shall be processed, the applicant regis­
tered, and a notice of approval which includes an indication 
that the county board has not been able to verify the identity 
of the applicant and a request for more information so that 
such verification may be completed shall be sent to the 
registrant pursuant to statute and these regulations. 

(e) Following entry into the county voter registration system, 
all information in the application for voter registration must be 
transferred electronically to NYSVoter which will then elec­
tronically notify the county voter registration system with a 
response that includes confirmation of the transaction, an 
assigned unique identifier and registration status in NYSVoter. 
NYSVoter shall assign a unique identifier to every voter that 
will remain with the voter for their voting life. 

§ 6217.6 Voter identification verification 

(a) The county board shall promptly, and in any event, not 
later than 21 days after receipt by it of the voter registration 
application, verify the identity of the applicant who has not 
previously had his or her identification verified. The voter’s 
registration and enrollment shall be complete upon receipt of 
the application by the appropriate county board. The failure 
of a county board to verify an applicant’s identity shall not be 
the basis for the rejection of a voter’s application; provided, 
however, that such verification failure shall be the basis for 
requiring county board to take the additional verification steps 
provided by the Election Law, section 5-210 and this Part. 

(b) In order to do so, the county board shall utilize the 
information provided on the application and shall attempt to 
verify such information through NYSVoter with the informa­
tion provided by the New York State Department of Motor 
Vehicles, or the United States Social Security Administration 
and any other lawfully available information source. The 
county board shall do so by transmitting such information to 
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NYSVoter. The county board shall deem as verified for the 
purposes of this section an application received from the 
Department of Motor Vehicles processed simultaneously and 
integrated with an application for a motor vehicle driver’s 
license, a driver’s license renewal or an identification card if 
such card is issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles in its 
normal course of business, pursuant to section 5-212 of the 
Election Law. 

(c) NYSVoter shall compare the New York State Department 
of Motor Vehicles driver license or non-driver number, name, 
date of birth and gender of the voter with the New York State 
Department of Motor Vehicles records for verification of the 
voter’s identification as required by statute. The New York 
State Department of Motor Vehicles shall report back to NYS-
Voter. Based upon this report, the county board shall deter­
mine if they have sufficient information to verify the voter’s 
identity, or whether additional information is required to verify 
the voter’s identity. 

(d) If necessary to verify a voter’s identity, NYSVoter shall 
compare the last four digits of the voter’s social security 
number, name and date of birth, through the New York State 
Department of Motor Vehicles with the United States Social 
Security Administration records for verification of the voter’s 
identification as required by statute. The United States Social 
Security Administration through the New York State Depart­
ment of Motor Vehicles shall report back to NYSVoter. Based 
upon this report, the county board shall determine if they have 
sufficient information to verify the voter’s identity, or whether 
additional information is required to verify the voter’s identity. 

(e) If the county board is unable to verify the identity of the 
applicant within 21 days of the receipt of the application, it 
shall immediately take steps to confirm that the information 
provided by the applicant was accurately utilized by such 
county board, was accurately verified with other information 
sources and that no data entry error, or other similar type of 
error, occurred. 

(f) Following completion of the preceding steps, the county 
board shall mail: 

(1) a notice of its approval; or 
662
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registration system that has a role or user-based security 
management. County boards will have the rights to create and 
modify county users as well as delete users when appropriate 
in their own county. 

§ 6217.12 Reports and information queries 

(a) NYSVoter shall provide to county board operators the 
ability to: 

(1) query all records in the database, regardless of county; 

(2) conduct user-defined searches of voter records; 

(3) generate pre-defined and ad hoc queries and reports in 
formats as needed; 

(4) filter reports based on key data fields contained in the 
output (e.g., date, county); 

(5) provide a third party reporting tool (e.g., query by 
example) for ad hoc reporting requests; and 

(6) sort voter registration data by county, election district, 
jurisdiction, birth date, and other information (e.g., last 
name, first name, voter registration number, unique identifi­
cation number, address order). 

PART 6218—CIVIL ENFORCEMENT HEARINGS 

Section 
6218.1. Applicability.
 
6218.2. Hearing officers; generally.
 
6218.3. Commencement of Election Law section 3–104 proceedings.
 
6218.4. Conduct of adjudicatory proceedings.
 
6218.5. Scope and time of settlement.
 
6218.6. Affidavits.
 
6218.7. Evidence and proof.
 
6218.8. Service of rules.
 
6218.9. Representation.
 
6218.10. Adjournments.
 
6218.11. Discovery and subpoenas.
 
6218.12. Time periods.
 

§ 6218.1 Applicability 

This Part shall apply to civil enforcement proceedings as 
provided for by section 3–104 of the Election Law. It is the 
intent and purpose of these rules to provide a fair and efficient 
process of civil enforcement that ensures due process of law in 
all administrative adjudicatory proceedings. 
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§ 6218.4 Conduct of adjudicatory proceedings 

(a) The hearing officer assigned shall set the time at which a 
hearing shall be held, and shall grant or deny adjournments or 
continuations thereof. To the extent practicable, adjournments 
shall be scheduled by the hearing officer upon consultation 
with all participants. Notices of adjournment or continuation 
shall be transmitted directly to the parties by the hearing 
officer. 

(b) All adjudicatory proceedings will be conducted in accor­
dance with the State Administrative Procedure Act, the Elec­
tion Law, rules, regulations and opinions of the State Board 
and all other applicable legal authority. Such law, regulations, 
opinions and authority shall, as relevant, be binding on all 
determinations and findings of the hearing officer. In all in­
stances, due process of law will be observed, including the 
creation of a transcription of any hearing. 

(c) A respondent may request the hearing officer to direct 
the chief enforcement counsel to provide a more definite 
statement or particularization of an alleged violation in the 
report of the chief enforcement counsel. If the hearing officer 
determines such request is reasonable, the hearing officer shall 
direct the chief enforcement counsel to provide a more definite 
statement within a reasonable time frame. 

(d) The hearing officer shall make findings of fact and con­
clusions of law based on a preponderance of the evidence as to 
whether a violation has been established and, if so, who is 
guilty of such violation on notice to and with an opportunity 
for the individual or entity accused of any violations to be 
heard. However, if the hearing officer finds that on balance, 
the equities favor a dismissal of the complaint, the hearing 
officer shall dismiss the charges. In determining whether the 
equities favor a dismissal, the hearing officer shall consider the 
following factors: 

(1) whether the complaint alleges a de minimis violation(s) 
of article 14 of the Election Law; 

(2) whether the subject of the complaint has made a good 
faith effort to correct the violation; and 

(3) whether the subject of the complaint has a history of 
similar violations. 
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For purposes of making any such findings, proceedings 
before the hearing officer shall be governed by article 3 of the 
State Administrative Procedure Act and shall be made on a 
fair, equitable and uniform basis without regard to the status of 
the individual who is the subject of the report. 

(e) Any party may submit proposed findings of fact within 
time limitations set by the hearing officer. Such findings of fact 
shall be captioned, titled as such, shall be consecutively num­
bered and shall be typed legibly on plain, white bond, standard 
weight paper, 8 1⁄2 x 11 inches in size. Such proposed findings 
of fact shall recite basic facts and not evidentiary facts and 
shall not be conclusions of law. A basic fact would be ‘‘John 
Jones visited Syracuse,’’ and not ‘‘John Jones testified that he 
visited Syracuse,’’ which is an evidentiary fact. A conclusion of 
law would be ‘‘John Jones has demonstrated untrustworthiness 
within the meaning of section 441–c of the Real Property 
Law.’’ In general, it is expected that the complaint will allege 
the basic facts which would otherwise be contained in a 
statement of proposed findings of fact. In accordance with 
section 307(1) of the State Administrative Procedure Act, the 
person assigned to render a decision will rule on each finding 
of fact. Such decision maker will do so by marking the instru­
ment setting forth the proposed findings of fact a part of the 
decision and noting in the margin thereof the ruling, i.e., 
‘‘Found,’’ ‘‘Not Found,’’ ‘‘Irrelevant,’’ ‘‘Evidentiary,’’ ‘‘Conclu­
sion of Law,’’ which rulings may be abbreviated meaningfully. 
The body of the decision will contain such findings of fact as 
the decision maker deems relevant, but need not be expressed 
in the same language as presented in the proposed findings. 

(f) The chief enforcement counsel shall adopt the report of 
the hearing officer and may, in his or her discretion, com­
mence a special proceeding in the supreme court pursuant to 
sections 16–100, 16–114 or 16–116 of the Election Law should 
the findings of fact and conclusions of law provide a basis for 
the commencement of such proceeding or enter into an agree­
ment to settle such matter with the subject of the complaint. 

§ 6218.5 Scope and time of settlement 

The chief enforcement counsel may, in the exercise of discre­
tion, enter into settlement agreements with willing respon­
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dents, provided such provisions are not contrary to law or the 
rules, regulations and relevant formal or advisory opinions of 
the State Board. Settlement agreements shall be entered into 
on a fair, equitable and uniform basis without regard to the 
status of the respondent who is the subject of the report. If a 
settlement agreement is entered into before the hearing officer 
makes findings of fact, such settlement agreement shall, in 
accordance with its terms and conditions, constitute a final 
administrative disposition of the adjudicatory proceeding. 

§ 6218.6 Affidavits 

When a verified statement is required or deemed desirable 
by any party, it shall be sufficient for the deponent to subscribe 
a statement at the end thereof that the ‘‘foregoing statement is 
affirmed under penalties of perjury.’’ A statement verified 
before a notary public will be equally acceptable. 

§ 6218.7 Evidence and proof 

The strict rules of evidence do not apply to administrative 
proceedings under this Part. 

§ 6218.8 Service of rules 

Every notice of hearing served shall be served with a copy of 
these rules, a plain language summary of these rules, a copy of 
articles 3, 4 and 5 of the State Administrative Procedure Act 
and relevant definitions under section 102 of the State Admin­
istrative Procedure Act. 

§ 6218.9 Representation 

(a) Every party shall be accorded the right to appear in 
person or by or with counsel, at his or her own expense. 

(b) Any person compelled to appear or who voluntarily 
appears before a hearing officer as a witness shall be accorded 
the right to be accompanied, represented and advised by 
counsel, at his or her own expense. 

§ 6218.10 Adjournments 

(a) To the extent practicable requests for adjournment must 
be made by written affidavit addressed to the hearing officer, 
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and must be received at the office of the State Board no later 
than three business days prior to the scheduled date of hear­
ing. The affidavit must contain sufficient details to explain the 
reason for the request so as to enable the hearing officer to 
rule thereon. 

(b) The first request of any party to adjourn an adjudicatory 
hearing will be granted by the hearing officer for good cause 
shown, and any subsequent adjournment requests of such 
party will be granted by the hearing officer if necessary to 
avoid real prejudice to the requesting party. 

§ 6218.11 Discovery and subpoenas 

If a party requires a subpoena to produce a witness or 
necessary materials for the specific purpose of an adjudicatory 
hearing conducted pursuant to this Part, an application for a 
subpoena may be made to the hearing officer and, upon good 
cause shown, shall be issued by the hearing officer as provided 
for by the State Administrative Procedure Law. An application 
to the hearing officer for the issuance of a subpoena shall be 
made on notice to all parties and to the co-counsels of the 
State Board. To ensure that an application for a subpoena by 
the chief enforcement counsel to the hearing officer shall not 
result in derogation of the powers reserved by to the State 
Board pursuant to subdivision 3 of section 3–104 of the Elec­
tion Law, such a subpoena shall be narrowly drawn to meet 
the needs of the adjudicatory process and shall not be specula­
tive or investigatory. 

§ 6218.12 Time periods 

(a) Except by consent of the parties, every adjudicatory 
proceeding under this Part shall be brought to completion by 
the issuance of the hearing officer’s findings of fact and conclu­
sions of law within 90 days after, as applicable: 

(1) the date of the hearing; or 

(2) if no hearing was held, the date the answer was 
served; or 

(3) if no answer is served, the date the answer was due. 

(b) A failure of the hearing officer to observe the time 
limitations established by this section shall be reviewable un­
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der article 78 of the Civil Practice Law and rules in a proceed­
ing in the nature of mandamus. 
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SELECTED PROVISIONS OF ENACTING LAW 
(Laws 1977, Chapter 233) 

§ 6. Laws repealed. 

Chapter one hundred of the laws of nineteen hundred forty-
nine, entitled ‘‘An act in relation to the elections, constituting 
chapter seventeen of the consolidated laws,’’ and all acts 
amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto, are hereby re­
pealed, except as follows: 

a. Nothing contained in this act shall affect or impair any 
act done or right accruing, accrued or acquired, or any penal­
ty, forfeiture or punishment incurred prior to the time when 
this act shall take effect, under or by virtue of the provision or 
provisions of the election law, as in force immediately prior to 
the time this act shall take effect, but the same may be 
asserted, enforced, prosecuted or inflicted, as fully and to the 
same extent as if this act shall not have taken effect. 

b. An act of the legislature of the year nineteen hundred 
seventy-six and nineteen hundred seventy-seven which, in 
form, amends or repeals or purports to amend or repeal any 
provision or provisions of the election law, as in force immedi­
ately prior to the time this act shall take effect, shall be deemed 
and construed as an amendment or repeal, as the case may be, 
of the corresponding provision or provisions of such law, as 
renumbered, modified or amended by this act, irrespective of 
whether such provision or provisions is or are contained in one 
or more than one title, article, section, subdivision or other 
part thereof and such corresponding provision or provisions 
shall be deemed and construed to be amended, modified, 
changed or repealed as though the same had been expressed 
and in terms so amended or repealed. 

c. An act of the legislature of the year nineteen hundred 
seventy-six and nineteen hundred seventy-seven which adds or 
purports to add a new article, section, subdivision or other 
provision of law to the election law, as in force immediately 
prior to the time this act shall take effect, shall be deemed and 
construed as having been added to such law, as amended by 
this act, and shall be given full effect according to its context as 
if the same had been added expressly and in terms to such law, 
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as amended by this act, and shall be deemed and construed to 
have been inserted in such law, as amended by this act, in the 
appropriate respective position in regard to and as modifying 
the effect of the corresponding provision or provisions of such 
law, as amended by this act. 

d. Reference in any act of the legislature of the year nine­
teen hundred seventy-six and nineteen hundred seventy-seven 
to an existing article, section, subdivision or other provision of 
the election law, as in force immediately prior to the time this 
act shall take effect, shall be deemed and construed to refer to 
the corresponding article, section, subdivision or other provi­
sion of such law, as renumbered, modified or amended by this 
act. 

e. Reference in any general, special or local law, rule, 
regulation or public document to any provision or provisions 
of the election law, as in force immediately prior to the time 
this act shall take effect, shall be deemed to be and construed 
as a reference to the corresponding provision or provisions of 
such law, as renumbered, modified or amended by this act, 
irrespective of whether such provision or provisions is or are 
contained in one or more than one title, article, section, 
subdivision or other part thereof. 

§ 7. Saving clause and miscellaneous provisions. 

Commissioners of the state and county boards of elections 
and directors of the division of servicemen’s voting in office 
when this chapter takes effect shall continue in office for the 
term for which they were appointed, unless sooner removed. 
Where, by this chapter, the salaries of commissioners of elec­
tion are to be fixed by the county legislative body, such com­
missioners shall receive their present salaries until otherwise 
provided by such board. The positions of subordinates in the 
offices of boards or commissioners of elections and their com­
pensation shall continue until changed pursuant to law. In­
spectors, clerks and other election officers shall continue in 
office for the terms for which they were appointed, unless 
sooner removed. Election districts, as now constituted, shall 
continue until changed pursuant to this chapter. 
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§ 8. Effect of unconstitutionality in part. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, arti­
cle, part of portion of this chapter heretofore, herewith, or 
hereafter enacted, or any application thereof, shall be adjudged 
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such order 
or judgment shall not otherwise affect, impair, or invalidate 
the remainder thereof, or any other clause, sentence, para­
graph, subdivision, section, article, part, or portion of this 
chapter, but shall be construed to affect only such clause, 
sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, article, part, or por­
tion thereof, directly involved in the controversy in which such 
order, decree or judgment shall have been rendered. 

§ 9. When to take effect. 

This act shall take effect on the first day of December, 
nineteen hundred seventy-seven. 
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SELECTED PROVISIONS
 
OF THE
 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
 

ARTICLE I—BILL OF RIGHTS 

§ 1. [Rights, privileges and franchise secured; uncontested 
primary elections] 

No member of this state shall be disfranchised, or deprived 
of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof, 
unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of his or her 
peers, except that the legislature may provide that there shall 
be no primary election held to nominate candidates for public 
office or to elect persons to party positions for any political 
party or parties in any unit of representation of the state from 
which such candidates or persons are nominated or elected 
whenever there is no contest or contests for such nominations 
or election as may be prescribed by general law. 

(Amended Nov. 3, 1959, eff. Jan. 1, 1960; Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

ARTICLE II—SUFFRAGE 

§ 1. [Qualifications of voters] 

Every citizen shall be entitled to vote at every election for all 
officers elected by the people and upon all questions submitted 
to the vote of the people provided that such citizen is eighteen 
years of age or over and shall have been a resident of this state, 
and of the county, city, or village for thirty days next preceding 
an election. 

(Amended Nov. 8, 1938; Nov. 2, 1943; Nov. 6, 1945; Nov. 6, 1951; Nov. 8, 
1966, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Nov. 7, 1995, eff. Jan. 1, 1996. Amended Nov. 6, 
2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 2. [Absentee voting] 

The legislature may, by general law, provide a manner in 
which, and the time and place at which, qualified voters who, 
on the occurrence of any election, may be absent from the 
county of their residence or, if residents of the city of New 
York, from the city, and qualified voters who, on the occur­
rence of any election, may be unable to appear personally at 
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the polling place because of illness or physical disability, may 
vote and for the return and canvass of their votes. 

(Formerly § 1–a, renumbered § 2, Nov. 8, 1938.  Amended Nov. 4, 1947; 
Nov. 8, 1955; Nov. 5, 1963, eff. Jan. 1, 1964. Amended Nov. 6, 2001, eff. 
Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 3. [Persons excluded from the right of suffrage] 

No person who shall receive, accept, or offer to receive, or 
pay, offer or promise to pay, contribute, offer or promise to 
contribute to another, to be paid or used, any money or other 
valuable thing as a compensation or reward for the giving or 
withholding a vote at an election, or who shall make any 
promise to influence the giving or withholding any such vote, 
or who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested 
in any bet or wager depending upon the result of any election, 
shall vote at such election; and upon challenge for such cause, 
the person so challenged, before the officers authorized for 
that purpose shall receive his or her vote, shall swear or affirm 
before such officers that he or she has not received or offered, 
does not expect to receive, has not paid, offered or promised to 
pay, contributed, offered or promised to contribute to another, 
to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing as a 
compensation or reward for the giving or withholding a vote at 
such election, and has not made any promise to influence the 
giving or withholding of any such vote, nor made or become 
directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending 
upon the result of such election. The legislature shall enact 
laws excluding from the right of suffrage all persons convicted 
of bribery or of any infamous crime. 

(Formerly § 2, renumbered § 3, Nov. 8, 1938, eff. Jan. 1, 1939.  Amended 
Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 4. [Certain occupations and conditions not to affect resi­
dence] 

For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have 
gained or lost a residence, by reason of his or her presence or 
absence, while employed in the service of the United States; 
nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state, 
or of the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a student 
of any seminary of learning; nor while kept at any almshouse, 
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or other asylum, or institution wholly or partly supported at 
public expense or by charity; nor while confined in any public 
prison. 

(Formerly § 3, renumbered § 4, Nov. 8, 1938, eff. Jan. 1, 1939.  Amended 
Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 5. [Registration of voters] 

Laws shall be made for ascertaining, by proper proofs, the 
citizens who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby 
established, and for the registration of voters; which registra­
tion shall be completed at least ten days before each election. 
Such registration shall not be required for town and village 
elections except by express provision of law. 

(Formerly § 4, renumbered § 5 and amended Nov. 8, 1938;  Nov. 6, 1951; 
Nov. 8, 1955; Nov. 8, 1966, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Nov. 7, 1995, eff. Jan. 1, 1996. 
Amended Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 6. [Permanent registration] 

The legislature may provide by law for a system or systems 
of registration whereby upon personal application a voter may 
be registered and his or her registration continued so long as 
he or she shall remain qualified to vote from an address within 
the jurisdiction of the board with which such voter is regis­
tered. 

(Adopted Nov. 8, 1938, eff. Jan. 1, 1939. Amended Nov. 7, 1995, eff. Jan. 1, 
1996. Amended Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 7. [Manner of voting; identification of voters] 

All elections by the citizens, except for such town officers as 
may by law be directed to be otherwise chosen, shall be by 
ballot, or by such other method as may be prescribed by law, 
provided that secrecy in voting be preserved. The legislature 
shall provide for identification of voters through their signa­
tures in all cases where personal registration is required and 
shall also provide for the signatures, at the time of voting, of all 
persons voting in person by ballot or voting machine, whether 
or not they have registered in person, save only in cases of 
illiteracy or physical disability. 

(Formerly § 5, renumbered § 7 and amended Nov. 8, 1938, eff. Jan. 1, 1939. 
Amended Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 
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§ 8. [Bi-partisan registration and election boards] 

All laws creating, regulating or affecting boards or officers 
charged with the duty of qualifying voters, or of distributing 
ballots to voters, or of receiving, recording or counting votes at 
elections, shall secure equal representation of the two political 
parties which, at the general election next preceding that for 
which such boards or officers are to serve, cast the highest and 
the next highest number of votes. All such boards and officers 
shall be appointed or elected in such manner, and upon the 
nomination of such representatives of said parties respectively, 
as the legislature may direct. Existing laws on this subject 
shall continue until the legislature shall otherwise provide. 
This section shall not apply to town, or village elections. 

(Formerly § 6, renumbered § 8 and amended Nov. 8, 1938, eff. Jan. 1, 1939; 
Nov. 7, 1995, eff. Jan. 1, 1996. Amended Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.) 

§ 9. [Residence qualification for voting at elections of presi­
dent and vice-president] 

Notwithstanding the residence requirements imposed by sec­
tion one of this article, the legislature may, by general law, 
provide special procedures whereby every person who shall 
have moved from another state to this state or from one 
county, city or village within this state to another county, city 
or village within this state and who shall have been an inhabit­
ant of this state in any event for ninety days next preceding an 
election at which electors are to be chosen for the office of 
president and vice president of the United States shall be 
entitled to vote in this state solely for such electors, provided 
such person is otherwise qualified to vote in this state and is 
not able to qualify to vote for such electors in any other state. 
The legislature may also, by general law, prescribe special 
procedures whereby every person who is registered and would 
be qualified to vote in this state but for his or her removal from 
this state to another state within one year next preceding such 
election shall be entitled to vote in this state solely for such 
electors, provided such person is not able to qualify to vote for 
such electors in any other state. 

(Adopted Nov. 5, 1963, eff. Jan. 1, 1964. Amended Nov. 6, 2001, eff. Jan. 1, 
2002.) 
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