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PART 6206
DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACES
(Statutory authority: Election Law, §§ 3-102, 4-104(1) (a))
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Section 6206.1 Access for the handicapped or elderly.

Every «city or town legislative body shall, when submitting to the
county board of elections a list of polling places pursuant to section
4-104 of the Election Law, indicate those polling places having at least
one entrance that provides access, by ramp or otherwise, to physically
handicapped or elderly voters. The criteria to be used to determine if
such entrance 1s accessible to the handicapped or elderly voter are as
follows:

(a) the exterior walkways from the street or parking areas to such
entrance to the polling place must be level or ramped;

(b) the entrance must be ramped or level;

(c}) the doorways to the entrance to the polling place must have an
opening at least 32 inches in width; and

(d) the passageways must be level or ramped and provide a clear and
unobstructed path to the polling booth (such ramp or ramping as required
in subdivision (a), (b) or (d) of this section may be permanent or port-
able, and should not completely block existing stairs and railings and
should, to the extent reasonably practicable, have a slope which is not
greater than one foot of vertical rise for each 12 feet of horizontal
length). Such body shall also submit at this time any petitions it may
wish to make to the county board for a waiver pursuant to the provisions
of subdivision 1-a of section 4-104 of the Election Law. The petition
for a waiver, on a form prescribed by the State Board of Elections,
shall specify why the legislative body had determined that a selected
polling place is unable to comply with the provisions of subdivision 1-a
of said section and the criteria set forth above. The petition shall
state whether or not there is another place within the election district
which would comply with the above criteria. The county board shall
review all such petitions filed with it and make its determination
whether or not to approve a request for a waiver not later than the
first day of June of each year.
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6206.2 Compliance date.

Those county boards which designate peolling places shall comply with
the provisions of subdivision l-a of section 4-104 of the Election Law
not later than the first day of June of each year.
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6206.3 Reports.

Not later than the first day of July of each year, each county board
of elections shall transmit to the State Board of Elections a report
setting forth the following:

(a) the total number of polling places in the county--or in the City
of New York, the city--designated for registration and voting;

(b) the total number of such polling places having at least one
entrance that provides access, by ramp or otherwise, to physically hand-
icapped or elderly voters; and

(c) the total number of such polling places for which the county board
has waived the requirements of subdivision l-a of section 4-104 of the
Election Law.
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6206.4 Petitions for waiver.

The county board shall include with the report a copy of each petition
for waiver submitted to the county board, since the county board's last
report, together with notice of the county board's action regarding each
petition. In the City of New York and in counties in which polling plac-
es are designated by the county board of elections, the board shall
include a copy of each written determination, of its inability to comply
with subdivision 1-a of section 4-104 of the Election Law, made since
the board's last report.
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