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Campaign Finance 2014 Filer Update 
 

This notice contains updated information from the New York State Board of Elections (NYSBOE) 
concerning Campaign Finance.  Please continue to check the NYSBOE’s website 
(www.elections.ny.gov/CampaignFinance) for all information and instructions when registering 
candidates/committees and filing campaign financial disclosure reports. For a full understanding of your 
legal obligations and responsibilities, refer to the NYS Election Law and Related Rules and Regulations 
and the Opinions of NYSBOE. Visit www.elections.ny.gov or call 1-800-458-3453. 
 
New Legislation 
 
The 2014-15 New York State Budget has set forth the following new requirements for NYSBOE: 

 Implementation of a public financing pilot program for the Office of the State Comptroller’s race 
in the 2014 election 

 New Independent Expenditure reporting requirements   

 The creation of a Compliance Unit within NYSBOE 

In addition to the NYSBOE requirements, the State Budget also created a new Independent Enforcement 
Unit to be headed by a Chief Enforcement Counsel. 

Please continue to check our website for more information about the public financing pilot program and 
the new Independent Expenditure reporting requirements.  

2014 Pilot Program for Office of the State Comptroller 

NYSBOE will be implementing a public financing pilot program for the 2014 Primary and General 
Elections for the Office of the State Comptroller. Please refer to our website for additional information 
and requirements. 

 

 

http://www.elections.state.ny.us/
http://www.elections.ny.gov/CampaignFinance
http://www.elections.ny.gov/
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Independent Expenditure Committee Registration (CF-02, CF-03) 
 
Independent Expenditure Committees required to register with NYSBOE must do so by submitting fully 
completed CF-02 and CF-03 registration documents. 
 
When completing the Committee Registration/Treasurer and Bank Information form (CF-02), the 
Independent Expenditure Committee must indicate committee type Number 8 for “Independent 
Expenditure Committee (Unauthorized).”    
 
Independent Expenditure Committees must disclose who they are supporting and/or opposing on the 
Committee Registration/Treasurer and Bank Information form (CF-02) and the Committee Authorization 
Status form (CF-03). 
 
Independent Expenditure Reporting   
 
The 2014-15 New York State Budget enacted significant modifications to the Election Law concerning 
disclosure of Independent Expenditures, including additional reporting times and additional information. 
Continue to check our website for updates on the new Independent Expenditure reporting 
requirements. (EL 14-107) 
 
Political Communication (Campaign Materials) 
 
Section 14-106 of the NYS Election Law was amended in the 2014-15 New York State Budget to read as 
follows: 
 
The statements required to be filed under the provisions of this article next succeeding a primary, general 
or special election shall be accompanied by a  copy of all broadcast, cable or satellite schedules and 
scripts, internet, print and other types of advertisements, pamphlets, circulars, flyers, brochures, 
letterheads and other printed matter purchased or produced, and reproductions of statements or 
information published to five hundred or more members of a general public audience by computer or 
other electronic device including but not limited to electronic mail or text message, purchased in 
connection with such election by or under the authority of the person filing the statement or the 
committee or the person on whose behalf it is filed, as the case may be. Such copies, schedules and 
scripts shall be preserved by the officer with whom or the board with which it is required to be filed for a 
period of one year from the date of filing thereof. 
 
Statements should be filed with post-election campaign financial disclosure reports made for each 
election (primary, general and/or special election) in which the filer was involved, to all the applicable 
board(s) of elections where election reports are required to be submitted.  If no campaign material was 
produced, a disclaimer so stating must be filed in conjunction with the applicable post-election report. If 
such applicable campaign materials or disclaimer from 2013 have yet to be submitted, please do so 
immediately with the applicable board(s) of elections. The same rules apply for all future elections. 
 
Note: There are newly enacted provisions of the Election Law concerning disclosure of such materials by 
those obligated to comply with Independent Expenditure reporting requirements. (EL 14-107). Continue 
to check the website for updates on these new reporting requirements.  
 
2014 Campaign Finance Seminars 
 
We will be presenting our 2014 series of Campaign Finance seminars throughout the State during the 
period May through August. A schedule of these free seminars is enclosed. You may register for any 
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seminar online at www.elections.ny.gov or by calling (518) 474-8200 or 1-800-458-3453. Continue to 
watch the website throughout the year for additional training seminars, including “Winding Down the 
Campaign” and Campaign Finance Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Seminars. 
 
Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Credits for CPAs 
 
New this year, Campaign Finance Seminars have been approved to offer three hours of Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) credits for Certified Public Accountants (CPAs), in addition to three hours of 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credits for attorneys. All qualifying participants are asked to pre-
register at the NYSBOE website. 
 
2014 Filing Calendar  
 
Enclosed is the 2014 Filing Calendar. Please note that at this time the next campaign financial disclosure 
report is due July 15, 2014*.  This report must contain all campaign financial activity from January 12, 
2014, through July 11, 2014.  For committees formed after January 11, 2014, this report must contain all 
campaign financial activity from the date of formation through July 11, 2014.  
 
* Note: Candidates and committees which participate in any 2014 election (including a special election) 
held prior to the July 15, 2014 filing date, are required to file election reports for that election. Contact 
NYSBOE or your local board of elections to obtain the schedule of applicable filing dates. In such a case, 
the July 15th filing will contain all campaign financial activity from the cut-off date of the post-election 
report through July 11, 2014. Candidates who are running for office in the Fall 2014 Primary and/or 
General Election, and who have not yet made any filings, should consult the Campaign Finance 
Handbook or contact NYSBOE for specific instructions on when to file their first campaign financial 
disclosure report. 
 
Contribution Limits 
 
The NYS Election Law establishes certain limits on contributions that can be given and received by 
candidates and political committees, as well as limits on contributions that can be given by individuals 
and other entities. Please consult the NYSBOE website and/or the Campaign Finance Handbook chapter 
titled “Contribution and Receipt Limitations”. For local candidates/political committees, contact your 
local board(s) of elections for contribution limits (based on the number of enrolled/registered voters).   
 
The U.S. Supreme Court recently issued a decision concerning the application of aggregate contribution 
limits relative to federal elections. NYSBOE is reviewing that decision relative to its application, if any, to 
NYS Election Law. (McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission (572 U.S._ (2014)). 
 
PACs, Party and Constituted Committees 
 
Primary and/or general election reports are required from all registered PACs, party and constituted 
committees, unless a Notice of Non-Participation in Election(s) by a Registered PAC, Party or Constituted 
Committee (CF-20) is qualified for and filed.  
 
Forgot Your PIN?  
 
Whenever you use NYSBOE’s Electronic Filing System (EFS) Software to submit your disclosure reports, 
you must have the Personal Identification Number (PIN) issued by NYSBOE.  PIN use is mandatory as the 
PIN serves as your electronic signature. Disclosure reports submitted with an incorrect/incomplete 
Filer ID# or PIN or no PIN will be rejected.  Forgot your PIN? Contact NYSBOE at (518) 474-8200 or  

http://www.elections.ny.gov/
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1-800-458-3453. When calling, please have your Filer ID# or name of the candidate/committee ready. 
Note that only a designated filer (the treasurer of a committee, or a candidate making his or her own 
filings) can request the PIN. 
 
Filing Options via the Internet 
 
Need to file a No-Activity Report, In-Lieu-Of Statement or send a notification? The following items can 
be submitted directly via the NYSBOE website using your Filer ID# and Pin: 
 

 No-Activity Report  
 In-Lieu-Of Statement  
 Notice of Non-Participation in Election(s) by a Registered PAC, Party or Constituted Committee  
 24-Hour Notice  

 
To make any of these specific types of filings go to www.elections.ny.gov, link to “Campaign Finance”, 
select “File Disclosure Reports” and follow the step-by-step instructions.   
 
Amending Registration 
 
If any information previously filed on a registration document has changed (CF-02, CF-03, CF-04, CF-05, 
CF-16), other than the election year, a fully completed amended registration must be filed within two 
days of any change.  
 
Federal Bi-Partisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) 
 
There are significant requirements under BCRA that may apply to political committees filing with either 
NYSBOE, a county board of elections, the New York City Board of Elections, or with a village clerk. Under 
certain circumstances, these committees will need to submit campaign financial disclosure reports with 
the Federal Election Commission (FEC). For further information, please contact the FEC at www.fec.gov 
or call 1-800-424-9530; or go to www.elections.ny.gov, link to Campaign Finance and under Useful Links 
select Federal Bi-Partisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA).  
 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Filing Requirements 
 
For specific details consult the IRS website www.irs.gov or call toll free at 1-877-829-5500. For a synopsis 
concerning IRS filing requirements go to www.elections.ny.gov, link to Campaign Finance and under 
Useful Links select Memorandum: I.R.S. Filing Requirements.  
 
 

http://www.elections.ny.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.elections.ny.gov/
http://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/download/finance/BCRA2012.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.elections.ny.gov/
http://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/download/finance/IRS2012.pdf
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2014 FILING CALENDAR 
Campaign Financial Disclosure 

Please check www.elections.ny.gov for any change to this calendar. 
 

Report Period   Cut-Off Date    Filing Date 
 

 July 2014 Periodic   July 11, 2014    July 15, 2014  
 

PRIMARY ELECTION - SEPTEMBER 09, 2014 
 32-Day Pre-Primary   August 04, 2014   August 08, 2014 
 11-Day Pre-Primary   August 25, 2014   August 29, 2014 
 10-Day Post-Primary*   September 15, 2014   September 19, 2014 
 

24-Hour Notice: August 26, 2014 thru September 08, 2014** 
      

GENERAL  ELECTION - NOVEMBER 04, 2014 
 32-Day Pre-General   September 29, 2014   October 03, 2014 
 11-Day Pre-General   October 20, 2014   October 24, 2014 
 27-Day Post-General*   November 27, 2014   December 01, 2014 
 

24-Hour Notice:  October 21, 2014 thru November 03, 2014** 
 

 January 2015 Periodic  January 11, 2015   January 15, 2015 
 

*   Campaign Material (or a disclaimer stating that no campaign materials have been produced) must be submitted with Post Election 

reports.  All filers with NYS Board of Elections (NYSBOE) must send this campaign material or disclaimer by mail.  Local filers that are 
only required to file with their local board(s) of elections must continue to file this material with that office. 
 

**  24-Hour Notice - During these time periods, any contribution or loan which exceeds $1,000 must be reported within 24 hours of 

receipt via fax or the NYSBOE website (address above).  This same contribution or loan must also be reported in the associated Post 
Election report. 
 

Notes for Filers with NYSBOE and/or Local Board(s):  
 

 The criteria for termination are: a) all previously required Campaign Financial Disclosure Reports must have been filed to date; b) 

all outstanding loans and liabilities (subject to applicable contribution limits) must have been repaid or forgiven, and required letters 
of indebtedness/forgiveness must have been submitted to the appropriate board(s); c) the campaign bank account must have an 
ending cash balance of $0, which also must be reflected in the final filed disclosure report. – For NYSBOE filers, a final itemized 

disclosure report using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) Software must be submitted electronically, or a No-Activity report, if 
applicable, must be filed online at www.elections.ny.gov or by using a CF-18 form.  A fully completed CF-18 form must be 
submitted by mail in conjunction with the filing of the final disclosure report for termination approval. Campaign Financial Disclosure 
Reports are required to be filed until termination is approved by NYSBOE in writing.  For Local filers only filing with Local 
boards -- contact your local board of elections for termination requirements.  
 

 After submitting electronic reports, please visit the NYSBOE website to confirm receipt and accuracy of content. No report should 
have a negative balance. Negative balances are caused by reporting errors.  
 

 For electronic filers: “Filing Year” is the year the report is due to be filed.  
 

 Primary and/or General Election Reports are required from all registered PACs, Party and Constituted Committees, UNLESS a 

Notice of Non-Participation in Election(s) by a Registered PAC, Party or Constituted Committee (CF-20) is qualified for and filed. 

The CF-20 may be submitted at the NYSBOE website; click on Campaign Finance and then click on File Disclosure Reports. 

Candidates and their related committees, or any other committees supporting or opposing those candidates, may NOT file a Notice 

of Non-Participation in Election(s) in substitution for the required Election Reports. Please note that PACs, party and constituted 

committees that file a CF-20 must still file Periodic Reports. A CF-20 may not be substituted for Periodic Reports.  

http://www.elections.ny.gov/





